“r had no ioea how ma.ny frienads I coud make J(JS& b)(
having one éhinj in common!”’

Following are the transcripts of the presentations of members of the
New Century Middle School Rota-Runner Club given at Rotary
District 7690 Conference, April 25, 2005, Sea Trail, Sunset Beach,
North Carolina:

The New Century Middle School Rota-Runner Club was designated
as the first middle school Rotary Club in the world. Due to the collaborative
efforts of many individuals, ‘middle school students have been learning
about, “Sowing the seeds of love” and accomplishing “World peace through
understanding”. Carthage Rotary Cub in Carthage, N.C., especially Robert
Nunnaley, launched the Rotarian middle school program. Cathy Harpster,
Union Pines High School Interact Faculty Advisor, was instrumental during
the start-up phase. | also want to acknowledge the support and
commitment of two colleagues Charlene Vermeulen and Pam Bradley.

In October 2002, Henry Brown, District Governor, District 7690 and
Felton Capel, Past District Governor, District 7690 came to New Century
Middle School to preside over the student induction ceremony. Rota-
Runner Membership consists of about thirty active students and many
parent volunteers. The club elected four officers and held meetings once
or twice a month as needed. It has be a gratifying experience to serve as
faculty advisor and be a part of this youthful initiative. Read on to hear
about some of the projects the club attempted this year.

Sincerely,
Caryl Waits
School Counselor



Sowing the Seeds of Loye

Back Row: “JustPat” Lowenstein, DG Henry Brown,
Elliot Lowenstein, Caryl Waits, AG Rob Nunnaley.
Front Row: Rota-Runners (all in 6th grade): Venson Nunnaley Meghan Osborne,
Secretary/Treasurer Taylor Bridgers, President Will Maness, Vice-president
Jake Waits

Hey,
MiddLe SChooL ROota.=Runnér CLUh, T §irst got int0 the Rota-Runnér CLLUh
hecavuse my dod was het.?ing out with &he w\eetings ond Stuss Like that.
Another rea.son I got in €he Rota-RUNNEr CLUb wO-S bECAUSE mOSt Of wmy

Wy name is Nenson Nunnaley and I'm Srom £he New century

§riends &omed £00.

One project we did wa-s (3ise mony §Or & b0y Gt 0Ur SChOOL who
wa-s sick. The §irst thing we did was we decorated hig enveLopes for each
CLO.SSMOOW £0 put Eheir donations in. Our schooL ro.ised over 380000, Asker
O WhiL€ we coLLected the money and wé go.ve it £0 the famiLy for the
doctor hiLLS Of $0r more treatments. His sickness wa.s diahetes.

ALthough he didn't SUMVivE, Ehe Samily wa.S qratesuL §or what we did



K, omy wame /s Jake and I am 4 7 grader From
Wém/Ceﬁtuﬂ7/%w%@3$cevaA AT FirsC I Jjo/med THe
RoCa-Rurr»er Club because a /ot of /ml7 Arrends Jorred,
$uC So far T bae ﬁ/ed’é/7 Z///a?ec/ b2/ /17 THE Fota-
Rurcr Club. Ty OcCober of 2002 ThHe Fota-Furmers
wert Co THe HyrCed ForestT aC Jarndsr//s
Coquﬁ/’é‘7 College. we werT THroug” /'C ad, %07 , /T
AV%SZ5C4V7 IC was an /ccbreaker for Those o ys
who didin"C Koow eact oCher amrd a soc/a/ +or Those
who dids we al) bad a greaT Time wWe aves dressed
7 /9 cosSTymes ard vad a 7005/ Scares/ There were
cares wrth TH/9gs /o(wf/@/nﬁ ouC, G/otw 1574 @725 )
é%ﬁaﬂﬂ%z;wdcéwwe/7,dﬁdcﬁpe/akay'ﬁ%%AZS‘yOOetfdd/
we //Ked /€ So mych, THZC Somz of s wesst
THr Oqﬁb Twce.

Evern Thougts we do a /oT of cammqn/"é‘7 Seree
Ve gjecTs /TS not //Ke we domn' T Lae A , we do a//
SorTs of Furr THGS ~ JuST //Ke THIS. ThanKks +or
asK/img s Co $< a parc ot CTHz eg/0ma/ 0’64/7

Conbererrce/



Hi, my name is Will Maness, and I am Vice President of the
Rota-Rvnrner Cné at New Century Middle School. First of all, I
wov/d /ike to thank yov for giving my fellow classmates and me the
opportvhity to do something this extraordinary. I first joined the
Rota-Rvnner Ché becavse most of my friends joined and t+here was
free food. But once I ébecame /nvoied, I fovhd ovt t+he t+rve mission
of Rotary and knew that I wanted to ée a part.

We have done marry things in the Rota-Rvnner Cané and one of
t+hem was the Re./qy for Life. The Re./qy for Live is a fun-filled,
overhnight event designed to celebrate survivorship and raise money for
research and programs for the American Cancer Society. During the
event, teams of people gather together at ovr high schoo/ ahd take
turns walking or rvhning laps. Each team tries 1o Keep at /east ohe
meméber on the track at a/l times. Becavse of time ovr group did not
spend the hight, évt went for opehing ceremohies ahd walked for a
few hours. A/ of our cib memébers collected money and in less +han
six weeks we raised over $2,000.00, which was donated t+o +he Relay.

Relay for Life represents t+he hope that those /ost to cancer
will hever be forgotten and that those who face cancer will be
supported and that ohe-day cancer will be elimihated. I+ really made
me fee/ good to ébe a part of this event ébecavse both of my
grandparents died from cancer. Whenever I help people it gives me a
good feeling inside. I khow I am doing the right +hing, whether it is
washing somebody’s car or giving somebody advice, or even just sparing
a few pieces of change.

Agarih, thank yov for this opportvhity.



when my b qra-de COUNSELOr COmE £0 wy hOmeroom and 4ave we a. §Lier akovk
& CLub starting ot OUr SChoOL the §irst thing T thought was, "I'wm OnLy 40ing to jOin i
wmy §fiends witl, €00. T ShOuLd thank thewm because i they had not pushed me 0 come
£0 the meetings, T wouLdn't he here right now.

The firste thing that we had to take care 0§ when we started our Rotary cLub
wa.s £0 eLect officers, create a name, and have Our induction ceremony. Tt was hard
eLecting Officers hecause you didn't know which §riend yOU wanted 0 ke your Leader.
That'S where £he S0Ur-way test Came in handy S0F me. T £hought, “WiLL this person
£ELL US the truth and aLways be §air? WiLL the heLp US make this cLub difierent for
the hetter?”  with those questions in wind, it made a big difierence in who T voked for.
When G.LL the OSICErs were put in their pOSitions, we had 0 Create o name for our
CLUh. We had many Choices, hut §indlLy w decided On ROta--RUNNErs. T VOted On this
NAmE bECAUSE it Showed how we couLd help fun €0 SErVE OUr Community. Whén we had
OLL 0§ £he business taken care 0f, we had OUr iInduCtion ceremony. This was the
momént whén T knéw that T was not in & dream and that €he whoLe thing was reaL.
T was given a secretafy pin €0 wear On wy shirt and o cared that pLaced on wy
waLL, SO that I couLd remeémber that I am ?a.rt 0§ the New Century MiddLe School
ROLA=RUNNErS. This waLs my §OVOMite moment beCause T kn€w we had qokken 08§ €0 &
great start,

Once 0ur CLub woes ready 0 take action, we started on o covpLe 0 disierent
projects. we ran the ReLay fOr Life, coLLected donations for 0ur dear §fiend, created
Christmas CO.rds 0r 0 nursing howme, and heLd & Cor wa-sh &0 (LiSe money §0r US 0
traveL o Sunset Beach. In wmadny ways, the COC wWAS wmy AVOMLE project becavse it
wa-S the first time we had 3otten toaether as On€ and worked ot soMething untiL it
wo-s c.oM(x.ete. The first thing we hod €0 do was set the ?nc.es for thé corwa.sh, we
decided that we wouLd Let peopLe pay what they tho\)ght we eamed, Thén, we made
sure that we spread the word akovt the car wash. we decorated signs €0 hand
0-r0und the SChooL and had Ms. Fry, OUF prinCipdL mOKE Gn GnnOUNCEmENnt OVEr the
inkercom. Next, we qot everyOne €0 bfing in SUppLIES §Or the LOng da.y, Like Sponges,
r0gs, buckets, hoses, and s0ap. Whén the big day §indLLy arrived, everyone came in
with Sna.cks and bothing SUIts ready Or the big doy. We made a pLan £0 Use shists,
and thén started our 3ob.s. Some peopLe were in c.ho.rge 0§ finsing and wetting whiLe
Some were in cha.rge of hOt.ding the Signs. It tOOk O LOt 0f essort but by the end 0f the
day, we had raised $143.00 in about ¢ hours,



So sar, being in €he Rota=Runner CLub hos reo.Lu, wmo.de a. difserence in my Lise.
Tt has Shown wme many things Like §riendship, kindness, LE0.dership, Gnd Other Lessons
that T wiLtL n€ed £0 know oLL throoahoot wmy L. T had nO idea- how wany §fiends I
couLtd make &ust by ha.V'mg oné thing in COmmOn! T have aLSO heéen Shown many wo-yS
£0 share wmy thooghtsomess toward Others even whén T feLt Lke T was the One who
néeded it. T have watched Toyor and WiLL Lead the rest 0§ the cLub this yeéar. They
O-r€ On€ 0§ the hest exampLes in how yOu shouLd be a Leader. T once thooiht that to
b€ a. Leader you néed £0 be hossy, strict, and the best at everythir\g. Now that I
have watched my frieénds, T rea.u}e thot is not whot Leadefshi? iSs about at aLL. TO
he a Leader you wust be ahLe 0 understand the peopLe that you are L&O-ding, you
Need €0 be awa.re 0f their §€eLIngS, and must importantLy, yoU should ke a. q00d
Listener as weLL as talker &vén though you are considered he Biggest, that does not
C.ho-nge hOw yOU ShOULd act £OWO-rdS yOUr SELLOW CLUb MEMbLECrS.

T have truLy Leamed a Lot this year, but the biggest Lesson that I have
c.eo.med, iS €0 foLLOwW thé 30Ld€r\ Le: do unto others, as YOO wouLd have €hém do unto
Yov. Without this ruLe, T Might have never evén thooght about how other ?CO?LC feec
hesides wme,

Meghan Oshome,

secretary



Hi, my name is Taylov, and T am heve to vepresent the New Century
Middle School Riota—Runner Club as theiv president. At fivst when 1
Joned the Rota—Runner Club, T didn’t veally know what it was about.

Once the year started, I vedlized that this would be an experience that 1
would remember fovever. We all had a great time starting. First we had
to elect officers. That was the best part becaunse that was the day 1
became president. Next we had an induction cevemony and veceived pins of
hovor that let everyone know our important vole i the Rota—Runner
Club. WE had to wiake up a name for our club and learn how to run the
meetings. At first when 1 started as president, 1T thought that this
Would be a very easy task and that all 1 had to do was to be theve. 1
found that in ovder to be a leader you have to set a good example and let
others know how much you care.

1 have had a great time being president and learved a lot of new
thivgs. 1 learned how to vun the meetings, and how to respond to other
members’ ideas. Rota—Runners has helped we become a better pevson
W ways such as leavning to vespect others. Befove 1 could vespect
others, 1 had to vespect myself and believe n myself. Because of that
1 have had some of the bewt times just by learving and interacting with
the community. We did many projects and had a great time doing them.
It wouldn’t have been the same without the help of our sponsor, Carthage
Rotary, and Andvew Gardnev and Olayuwn Lyles $vom the Pinecrest High
School Intevact Club. We also could have never dove this without the
wondev-ful support and time of Ms. Caryl Waits and Mrs. Charlene
Vevrmeulen.

Ove of the projects was to make decovative Christmas cards to
send to the local nrsing home. We all gathered after school, watched the
movie ‘How the 6rinch Stole Christmas’ and created holiday Christmas
cavds using mavkers, glue, cut—outs and our cveativity. The project was
very fun and easy and let all the members spread joy to at least one



person’s heart this past Christmas. Then we went over to Tara
Plantation and handed the cards out to all the senior citizens. We hugged
and talked and langhed and wished everyone a Mervy Christmas. Everyone
was intevested in where We had come from and asked us questions about
ourselves and thanked us for visiting. Just before we left, the
administrator told us how much this meant to everybody and told us we
Weve Welcome to come back and vead to the residents. 1t felt good
making all those people have a better holiday, but it felt even better
knowing that we gave back to our community. We vealized how wuch a
diffevence we \really wade n our friends’ hearts. Some the vesidents
might not have even veceived a Christwas card this year. “The littlest
thins make the biggest difference,” is what my mom always says, and
come to find out it’s true.

This past year Rota—Runners has brought out the best person in
wme. 1 have watched my fellow officers swiling and helping people all along
the way. Really that is what Rotary is about, helping others. Even i
they don’t need it, still letting them kvow that you care. Every
community needs a helping hand. Our help was handed down through love and
geverosity n the first—ever middle school Rotary club. 1 vever thought
that one club could change my outlook on life fovever. But, 1 was wrowg,
becanse it can, and it did.

Thank you

Taylor Bridgevs

President
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