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OVERVIEW OF THE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
Three winners of each High School speech contest will present their speech at the local Rotary club.   
The winner of the contest at the local Rotary club will advance to the District 7690 speech contest.   
The winner of the District 7690 speech contest will advance to the Multi-District speech contest, 
and will be asked to present the speech at the District 7690 District Conference in April. 
 
The MULTI-DISTRICT Rotary Against Drugs High School Speech Contest 
 Date:   Sunday, March 22, 2009 
 Time:   1:00 PM 
 Where:   Chapel Hill, NC – Town Hall 
 Each District may sponsor three (3) students in the multi-district contest 
 Awards: 1st place - $300, 2nd place - $250, 3rd place - $200, 4th place - $100, 6th place and over: $50 
 
The DISTRICT 7690 Rotary Against Drugs High School Speech Contest 
 Date:   Saturday, February 21, 2009 
 Time:   9:00 AM 
 Where:  Guilford Technical Community College, Jamestown Campus,  

Sears Applied Technology Center 
Each Rotary Club may sponsor three (3) students in the District 7690 contest.   
However, they may only sponsor one (1) student per high school. 

 Awards:  1st place - $175, 2nd place - $100, 3rd place - $50 
 
The ROTARY CLUB’S Rotary Against Drugs High School Speech Contest 
 When:  Contact your sponsoring Rotary Club 
 Where:  Contact your sponsoring Rotary Club 
 It is recommended that a high school sponsor no more than three (3) students in the Rotary Club’s contest 
 Awards:  Contact your sponsoring Rotary Club 
 
The HIGH SCHOOL’S Rotary Against Drugs Speech Contest 
 When:  Contact your sponsoring Rotary Club 
 Where:  In a class or assembly, depending on scheduling concerns and number of students 

participating. 
 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
 

Q. Who is eligible to participate in the RAD contest? 
A. Any high school student sponsored by a Rotary Club is eligible. 
 
Q. How may clubs and students obtain the “Resource Materials” booklet for students entering the contest? 
A. The “Resource booklet can be obtained at either – http://www.rotary7690.org/RAD/RAD-Resources.pdf, or 
http://www.rotary7690.org/RAD/RAD-Resources.doc 

 
Q. Who will serve as judges at the multi-district contest? 
A. Each participating district will be asked to provide one judge. 
 
Q. Who bears the cost of participating in the Multi-District Contest? 
A. Districts participating are asked to contribute $100 for each student sent to the multi-district contest if financially 

possible. 



SCHEDULE DETAILS 
 

DECEMBER 
 
Project chair in each club contacts high school principal and seeks permission to contact appropriate teachers, i.e. 
Interact sponsor, English, speech, guidance counselors, health or other teachers desiring to assist students entering 
the contest. 
 
 A.  Explain objective, schedule, dates, and awards given to school representatives 
 
 B.  Recommend the local contest be held during a class or assembly at the school if more than four students 

desire to represent the High School. 
 
 C.  Inform teachers of the date and time of the Rotary meeting when students representing the school will 

speak to the Rotary Club.  This is highly recommended to give students an opportunity to practice their 
speech. 

 
JANUARY / FEBRUARY  
 
Schools hold contest no later than the 2nd week in February.  Teacher informs Rotary Club Project chair of the time, 

date of contest in respective school.  Rotary club members are judges, timers.  Select first, second, third 
place winners.  Project chair duplicates speech scoring sheets (appended to this memo) and has them 
available to use at the contest.   

 
FEBRUARY  
 
Rotary Club asks top three winners  per school to speak (if time permits) at a Rotary Club meeting: 
 
 A. Rotary Club President gives cash awards and/or certificates.  Amount decided by each club. 
  

B. Rotary Club Project Chair provides names of student(s) speaking at the district contest to District 7690 
Chair.  Deadline for names of contestants is  February 17, 2009.  Only the 1st place winner from each school of 
the club contest is allowed to compete at the district level.  In the event they are unable to participate, the 2nd 
or 3rd place winners would be considered. 

  
C. Rotary Club Project Chair, or parents, transport students(s) to district competition (see page 1 for date & 
time of the District 7690 event).  Family members, teachers, Rotary club members are encouraged to attend 
the contest. 
 

MARCH 
 
Rotary Club Project Chair, teacher or parent transports students (maximum 3 per district) to multidistrict competition 
in Chapel Hill ((see page 1 for date & time of the multi-district event).  Family members, teachers, Rotary club 
members are encouraged to attend the contest. 
 
 
For additional information contact: 
 

Dona Neal, District 7690 Chair • P.O. Box 562 • Summerfield, NC 27358 

(336) 774-2350 (work) • (336) 317-2895 (cell) • Dona.Neal@smallenoughtocare.com 



RAD or ROTARY MULTI-DISTRICT DRUG & ALCOHOL ABUSE PREVENTION SPEECH CONTEST 
Rules governing contest and scoring sheet 

Judges’ Initials __________ Date_______________ 
 

Topic:  What Must Be Done to Prevent Drug and Alcohol Abuse In the U.S.? 
Time:  Maximum of six (6) minutes 
Focus:  Students are asked to assume they are speaking to other students 
Delivery: May use notes.  Speech should not be read. 
What do we know? 
1. It is easier to prevent drug use than repair physical, psychological, social & economic damage resulting from drug dependency. 
2. The earlier an adolescent initiates use of alcohol, marijuana, or other illicit drugs, the more likely he/she will not graduate from school, be divorced, will 

have employment and health problems.  For example, students who start drinking regularly before 15 are 40% more likely to become alcoholics. 
3. Peer programs are dramatically more effective than all other interventions. “Kids listen to Kids.” 
Objectives of the Contest?  Get the maximum number of kids to – 
1. Consider the nature and seriousness of drug and alcohol abuse, 
2. Learn of current efforts to reduce drug and alcohol abuse, 
3. Discover what might be done in their communities to reduce drug abuse, 
4. Volunteer to serve as mentors and role models to middle and elementary students, 
5. Listen and practice expressing their ideas in an appropriate and convincing manner to peers’ and 
6. Increase their concern for fellow students and gain self-confidence and increase self esteem. 
 

Criteria Scale A B C D E F G H I J K L M 
 
 

            

 
 

            

1. DELIVERY 
     a.  Enunciation/pronunciation 
 
     b. Expression/poise 
 
     c. Sincerity / Tone 

 
1-10 

 
1-10 

 
1-10 

             

 
 

            2. ORIGINALITY 
     a. Imaginative approach 
 
     b. Positive approach 

 
1-10 

 
1-10 

             

 
 

            

 
 

            

 
 

            

3. CONTENT 
     a. Knowledge of subject 
 
     b. Logical development 
 
     c. Clarity of ideas 
 
     d. Persuasive to peers 

 
1-20 

 
1-10 

 
1-10 

 
1-10 

             

 
TOTAL MAX SCORE 100 
 

              

 


