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Cathy Coats Harpster
Interact Resources

The Interact section of the RI Web site includes a wealth of information about Interact including ideas for promotion and community service, examples of successful Interact projects worldwide, a page to update your club’s contact information online and publications for download. Please reference these web pages, at www.rotary.org, and the resources detailed below, during your year of service. Please note that the Interact handbook, brochure and poster can all be purchased at shop.rotary.org 

· Interact Handbook – NEW VERSION!!  The Interact handbook serves as a comprehensive guide to the program for Interact club presidents, Advisors and Rotarians working with the program. It is now available for download on the RI Web site (www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/654en.pdf).

· Interact Brochure – NEW VERSION!! This colorful Interact brochure can be used to promote Interact to potential sponsoring Rotary clubs or Interact members. It is now available for download on the RI Web site (www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/600en.pdf).

· Interact Faculty Advisor Guide: This online-only publication, explains how Interact fits into Rotary as a whole, gives suggestions for filling the advisor role successfully, addresses risk management, and supplies additional resources for club sponsors.

· Interact Poster: This colorful poster is available to help interested clubs and districts promote their programs. It can be purchased at shop.rotary.org). 

District Interact Club Report

Many Interact clubs operate without being certified by RI. To ensure all Interact clubs in your area have access to program resources, and receive communications from RI, every active Interact clubs must be certified.  Incoming Interact Officer Data Forms are due annually by 30 June.   (www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/YouthPrograms/Interact/Pages/Updatecontactinfo.aspx)
 

World Interact Week 2009
We encourage you to celebrate World Interact Week 2010 in your District during the first week of November. By completing four designated projects, Interact and Rotary clubs can receive special recognition from RI. You can find more information about World Interact Week, and download the recognition form, on the RI Web site (www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/YouthPrograms/Interact/Pages/Promote.aspx).

 If you need assistance in getting an Interact Club started, or ideas for projects, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Cathy Coats Harpster

 District 7690 Interact Chair

105 Magnolia Avenue

 Pinehurst, NC 28374

910-295-5692      

 ccharpster@nc.rr.com

District 7690 International Project: End Polio Now

PDG Ray Taylor, Pinehurst Club, District 7690 founder of Rotary Polio Survivors and Assoc. Action Group is teaming up with our local Interact clubs to help increase awareness of the disease (it continues to be a problem both abroad and at home), and raise money in these last two years of the current Polio Challenge. He wants the students to come up with their own ideas of how to educate their peers and raise money for the cause.  Below I have summarized the project that Pinecrest High School Interactors are planning.
Pinecrest’s idea: Select a football weekend in the autumn as the focus point and designate it as “Host Rotary Night.” During the weeks prior to the game, educate the student body:  hang posters; set up booths at lunch and distribute educational pamphlets; during morning announcements have a “Did You Know?”  Moment and give a new polio fact each day… Prior to the night of the game, arrange to have as many local Rotarians as possible to attend the game, invite polio survivors (consider handicapped parking and seating)… At the game, have the Rotarians sit together, have the survivors introduced at half-time…  To help raise money, have Interactors sell “Good Bye Polio, Thanks Rotary” bumper stickers at school and at Rotary club meetings, sell raffle tickets or take up a collection at the game, have a “Mr. Pinecrest Contest” (contestants will help raise money as part of the contest.) 
Other ideas: 
Purple Pinkie Project: Millions of children in endemic countries know that a freshly painted purple pinkie means freedom from Polio. When local community members make a $1.00 minimum contribution to Polio Plus, Interact/Rotary volunteers mark their pinkies with the same gentian violet used around the world on NIDs (National Immunization Days). The purple pinkie is a personal symbol of helping one child become free from Polio forever. For more information, visit the following website:

http://www.rotary6940.org/uploads/District_Purple%20Pinkie%20Project%20H

andbook.pdf     

Pennies for Polio: a great way to involve non-Rotarians in the district. Rotarians and their friends and families place coin-collection cans or boxes in local businesses, schools, and homes. All proceeds are combined and donated to Rotary’s $US200 Million Challenge.
Need more ideas?  Check the following resources:

www.polioeradicaiton.org site is an excellent statistical source…

The new www.frankdevlyn.org/endpolio provides information, inspiration and ideas for fund-raising that are especially helpful to clubs…and it is easy to use…

The new “End Polio Now” brochure 986-EN can be ordered at Frank’s website…every club should have a supply…it is FREE…

The short video that Don and Pat Allred made some time ago is also available for viewing at www.rotarypoliosurvivors.com 

It is Ray Taylor’s and my hope that each Interact Club in the district will be willing to contribute to the “End Polio Now” campaign either through an educational project and/or fundraiser.
So that we assess the success of this joint project, please report your activities and send the monies raised to Cathy Coats Harpster (I will send them to RI.).                                                Thanks and have fun!
